
The Fed's pause since the last rate increase is five months old. To help appreciate the tightrope the
Fed walks between recession and inflation, we closely follow Fed communications and appreciate
history.

At yesterday's FOMC meeting, Jerome Powell used the balance of risks between inflation and
recession as the justification for the pause of rate hikes. He notes several times they are still
prioritizing getting inflation to its target. At the same time, the Fed remains concerned that the lag
effects of the sharp rate increases have yet to impact the economy fully. As Powell states, the "
current balance of risks" makes a pause the logical stance. Looking ahead, might they cut rates
prematurely to avoid a recession, albeit at the risk of upsetting the bond markets and possibly
reigniting inflation? Such is the tightrope the Fed is walking.

The graph below helps us appreciate every pause following rate hikes since 1955. The red circles
show that each of the last ten recessions followed a series of rate hikes and a pause. The three
green instances show brief pauses followed by rate cuts but no immediate recession. Given how
much the Fed raised rates and the record debt levels, the odds favor another red circle.
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Market Trading Update

With a very "dovish" statement from the Federal Reserve yesterday, the green light to buy equities
was turned on, and investors piled into stocks. With investors getting a bit of "F.O.M.O.," the push
higher into the end of the year seems pretty assured. However, as we have discussed, the market
remains extremely overbought, but as we stated, such can remain the case for longer than
expected when "fear of missing out," outweighs the logic of potential losses. With portfolio
managers needing to play catch up by the end of the year, performance chasing is definitely in
vogue. Continue to maintain exposure currently; however, we recommend being cautious chasing
the market at these more overbought levels. As shown in the chart below, previous deviations from
the 50-DMA of this current magnitude set the table for an eventual reversal. This time will likely not
be any different...but timing is everything.
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The FOMC Minutes and Powell's Presser

The Fed minutes were largely unchanged from the prior meeting in November. However, they did
acknowledge growth has slowed, and inflation has eased. This meeting included the Fed's
quarterly economic and rate projections along with comparisons from the last projections in
September. As we show below, the Fed's median estimate is for three 25bps rate cuts next year.
One participant sees rates falling 1.25% by the end of next year. The minutes and projections are
more dovish than the market expected.

Jerome Powell's press conference did nothing to dispel the slightly dovish tilt within the minutes
and projections. Per Powell: "We are likely at or near the peak rates for this cycle." While he seems
to think more rate hikes are unlikely, they are not yet ready to declare victory against inflation and
cut rates.
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PPI

PPI came in slightly below expectations, adding further credence to the belief that inflation is
heading toward the Fed's 2% target. Importantly, PPI often leads CPI, so current rates of PPI
should bolster the Fed's decision to remain on pause. Core PPI is now 2%, year over year, the
lowest level since January 2021. As shown below, it is now at or below the running rate of the three
years leading up to the pandemic. The monthly headline and core PPI were 0.0%, indicating that
recent trends are below 2%. PPI has now averaged slightly below 0% for the last three months.

Tweet of the Day
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Please subscribe to the daily commentary to receive these updates every morning before
the opening bell.

If you found this blog useful, please send it to someone else, share it on social media,
or contact us to set up a meeting.
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