
On Monday, MarketWatch published Its the End of "Fantasyland" for Big Tech and its Workers,
chronicling the recent spate of tech company woes and associated layoffs. Per the article: "All of
these are signs of vexing changes coming to the industry after a boom during the first two years of
the pandemic when tech companies indulged in a frenzy of hiring and spending and allowed some
employees cushy work-from-home schedules."

Apple, for one, announced it would scale back hiring and spending, including pulling jobs they were
previously seeking employees to fill. Microsoft, Meta, and Amazon are taking similar steps to slow
or reduce labor costs. Like most industries, finding tech workers on both the retail and production
sides has been very difficult. Accordingly, tech companies may warn employees and shareholders,
but their collective actions may be slow to occur.

What To Watch Today

Economy

9:00 a.m. ET: FHFA House Pricing Index, month-over-month, May (1.6% prior)
9:00 a.m. ET: FHFA House Pricing Index, year-over-year, May (18.8% prior)
9:00 a.m. ET: Case-Shiller 20-City Composite, month-over-month, May (1.5% expected,
1.8% prior)
9:00 a.m. ET: Case-Shiller 20-City Composite, year-over-year, May (20.6% expected,
21.1% prior)
9:00 a.m. ET: Case-Shiller 20-City Composite, year-over-year, May (20.6% expected,
21.1% prior)
10:00 a.m. ET: Conference Board Consumer Confidence, July (97.2 expected, 98.7 prior)
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10:00 a.m. ET: New Home Sales, month-over-month, June (10.7% prior)
10:00 a.m. ET: New Home Sales, June (660,000 expected, 696,000 prior)
10:00 a.m. ET: Richmond Manufacturing Index, July (-17 expected, -11 prior)

Earnings
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Market Trading Update - Market Holds Onto Support Ahead Of The Fed

The markets treaded water yesterday with the FOMC meeting on Wednesday and the first estimate
of Q2-GDP on Thursday. As noted yesterday morning, the market needs to hold onto the 50-dma
and turn that previous resistance level into support. Yesterday, the market did that successfully, but
volume remains weak as tech shares lagged and energy shares found footing.

The market remains short-term overbought and has triggered a short-term sell signal. However, the
MACD signal (top panel) is currently trending higher, giving support to the bulls. There is a risk of a
sudden downturn in stocks if the Fed surprises markets. However, we think that is a low probability
event. The most likely outcome currently is for the market to set a trading range between 3750 and
4100. Longer-term, the outlook remains more bearish as the Fed continues to tighten monetary
policy, the economy slows, and earnings contract. That process still has a few more months to go
before completion. We remain cautious for now.

Consumer and Business Sentiments are Falling Around the World

Over the last few months, we have shared various consumer and business surveys showing that
domestic sentiment and expectations are at historically very low levels. For instance, the University
of Michigan Consumer Expectations Survey is at all-time lows, and the latest Philly Fed
Manufacturing forward-looking outlook is the lowest since 1979. We share two graphs below to
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show that weak sentiment is a global occurrence.

The plunge in China's Consumer Sentiment survey is stunning compared to prior periods of
economic weakness over the past 25 years. The second graph shows Germany's IFO business
sentiment survey. While not as dramatic as China's sentiment, it's approaching levels seen when
the pandemic started and the 2008 Financial Crisis. Lastly, we share Japan's consumer confidence
survey. It, too, is approaching recessionary type readings. China, Japan, and Germany, in that
order, are the world's second, third, and fourth largest economies behind the U.S. It's not a stretch
to declare a global lack of confidence.

Why do we care so much about whether we are entering a recession? The following two sections
help us better assess bear markets and recessions.
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Bear Markets Without A Recession

Ryan Detrick at Y-Charts helps us understand why investors should care whether or not the
economy is in recession. His table compares the current bear market to the eight bear markets
since 1946 that wasn't accompanied by a recession. Per the data, the current bear may be close to
hibernating if the economy does not slip into a recession. The S&P 500, at its mid-June low, was
down 23.6%. The eight times we had a bear market without a recession, the bear market troughed
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at -23.8%. Also, the current bear market is almost seven months old. Per Detrick, the average is
7.1 months. This bear market is very average and may be close to over, assuming a recession is
not on the horizon.

What a Fed Pivot Means For Markets

Each day, it seems more and more investors are buying into a Fed pivot after the September
FOMC meeting. The basis for their forecasts is a quickly weakening economy and signs that
inflation may be peaking. We remind you CPI is still rising. Therefore, we think it will probably take
more than one or two declines in the year-over-year CPI rate to get the Fed to consider pivoting.
Regardless of what we think, rapidly deteriorating economic growth, especially if unemployment
shoots higher, may get the Fed to change its stance.

Irrespective of your view of a pivot, you must consider the possibility of a pivot and, more
importantly, the effect it would have on markets. To help assess, we share the following Tweet from
Michael Kantro from Piper Sandler.

Market performance after the Fed is done hiking depends on 2 things: 1) are we
heading towards a recession? and 2) how far is that recession away?

When a recession followed the pivot, and the recession was near, stocks saw a
paltry pivot rally and then kept falling.
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Please subscribe to the daily commentary to receive these updates every morning before
the opening bell.

If you found this blog useful, please send it to someone else, share it on social media,
or contact us to set up a meeting.
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