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"If you are a bull, what is there not to love?"
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That was the message from last week, as we discussed the reasoning for our increase of equity
exposure in portfolios on an opportunistic basis. Of course, besides the fact we are moving into the
seasonally strong period of the year, the primary reasons for the increase in equity really came
down to two simple factors:

Trump moving the put the "trade war" to rest (as we previously anticipated.)
The Fed moving to increase bond purchases and effectively launch QE4 (more on this in a
moment.)

As noted in Tuesday's discussion:

"Readers are often confused by our more bearish macro views on debt, demographics,
and deflation, not to mention valuations, which will impair portfolio returns over the next
decade versus our more bullish bias toward equities short-term. That is understandable
since the media wants to label everyone either a 'bull' or a 'bear.' However, markets
are not binary. Being a bear on a macro-basis doesn?t mean you are only allowed to
hold cash, gold, and stock in 'beanie-weenies.' Conversely, being 'bullish' on equities
doesn?t necessarily mean an exclusion of all other assets other than equities."

This is an important point. Our job as investors is to capture gains when the reward outweighs
the risk and protect our capital when risk is prevalent.• After a sloppy summer, the markets had
gotten oversold to a more extreme level which provided the support, and the "fuel," required for an
advance with the right catalyst. The Fed's "QE" was the "match that lit the fuse."• While the bulls
were able to string together a decent rally last week, they were unable to capture new highs for the
market.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/for-the-bulls-its-now-or-never-10-18-19/
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/a-trade-deal-is-coming-as-trump-needs-win-for-election-09-27-19/
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/technically-speaking-its-crazy-but-were-adding-equity-risk/
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/SP500-Daily-102519.png


While the markets are "risk-on" at the moment, the oversold condition has now reverted to a more
extreme "overbought" condition which limits a further advance from current levels. A correction
back to the 50-dma within the next week or so would not be surprising. However, between now and
the end of the year, there is still room for an advance. This is why we are suggesting adding
exposure "selectively" and "opportunistically" on pullbacks. As shown below, the market is now
trading below its previous bullish trendline advance which provides resistance to a further advance
to about 3100-3300 currently.
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Given the market is not grossly overbought on an intermediate-term basis, (yellow highlight box),
there remains potential upside into the end of the year. This technical backdrop, combined with the
Fed's QE program (I know, it's not QE), is why we continue to maintain a long-equity bias in our
portfolios currently. We have slightly reduced our hedges, along with some of our more defensive
positioning, but remain well aware of the risk currently, which is why we are also maintaining a
slightly higher than normal level of cash.

Playing The Fed's QE (Not QE)

On Thursday, the Fed announced that they will nearly double the daily repo liquidity operations to
$120 billion, as well they said the sizing of the 14-day term repo programs would rise from $30
billion to $45 billion. For the most part these daily and term repo operations have been
oversubscribed, meaning there is more demand than liquidity being offered by the Fed. This
growing problem is a reason for the recent announcement of QE (not QE). (For more on "Repo"
read this.) As noted by Zerohedge on Thursday morning:

"In a statement published at 1515ET, precisely when the S&P ramp started (on
Wednesday), the New York Fed confirmed it would dramatically increase both its
overnight and term liquidity provisions beginning tomorrow through November 14th.
'The Desk has released an update to the schedule of repurchase agreement (repo)
operations for the current monthly period. Consistent with the most recent FOMC
directive, to ensure that the supply of reserves remains ample even during periods
of sharp increases in non-reserve liabilities, and to mitigate the risk of money
market pressures that could adversely affect policy implementation'"
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This is a massive 60% increase in the overnight repo liquidity availability (from $75 billion to
$120 billion)•and a 28% jump in the term repo provision (from $35 billion to $45 billion). The Fed
continues to insist this is not "Quantitative Easing," and this is simply short-term funding for short-
term cash needs (the original excuse were corporate tax payments which have long since passed.)
However, as we addressed just recently, we suspect it is something significantly different when you
consider the most recent•Term Repo operation was 1.38x oversubscribed.•

"This was not about covering unexpected cash draws to pay quarterly taxes,
which was one of the initial excuses for the funding shortfalls."
https://twitter.com/LanceRoberts/status/1183001339766476800 Nope. This was
bailing out a bank that is in serious financial trouble. It started with the ECB a
month ago loosening requirements on banks, then proceeded to the Fed
reducing capital reserve requirements and flooding the system with reserves.
Who was the biggest beneficiary of all of these actions?•Deutsche Bank. Deutsche is
about 4x as large as Lehman was in 2008 and is currently following the same price path
as well. Let me repeat, the Fed is terrified of another•?Lehman Crisis?•as they do
not have the tools to deal with it this time.

(Courtesy of•ZeroHedge) Clearly, the Fed is concerned about something other than the impact of
"Trump's Trade War" on the economy.
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As noted by Zerohedge:
"Needless to say,•if the funding shortage was getting better, none of this would be
happening; instead it appears that with every passing day the liquidity shortage is
getting worse, even as the Fed's balance sheet is surging. The only possible
explanation, is someone really needed to lock in cash for month end (the maturity
of the operation is on Nov 7) which is when a 'No Deal' Brexit may go live, and as
a result one or more banks are bracing for the worst. The question, as before,
remains why? Just what is the source of this unprecedented spike in liquidity needs in a
system which already has $1.5 trillion in excess reserves?"

That is the correct question. But in the meantime, the injection of liquidity continues to support
asset prices as the litany of "algo's" which drive -80% of the trading on Wall Street, respond in
"Pavlovian" fashion to more liquidity.

Funding The Deficit

Every morning, at RIAPro.net, we post commentary as to what is moving the markets. On
Thursday we pointed out a dynamic in the funding of the U.S. Treasury that few are following
despite the implications it has on monetary policy.
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On Thursday, we posted the following:
"Today?s Chart of the Day is probably one of the most important macro charts to
understand, yet is so underappreciated. The chart highlights that net purchases of
U.S. Treasury debt by foreign investors (central banks, governments, corporations, and
citizens) have been negative over the last two years. This is occurring as deficits
topple the $1 trillion mark. In other words, not only are trillion dollar deficits being
entirely funded with domestic funds, but domestic funds must also absorb the
foreign net selling. To better understand the implications of this new dynamic, we
suggest reading an article we wrote in June titled•Who is Funding Uncle Sam?"

The problem is something we have discussed previously, which is a "dollar funding shortage."•In
other words, the Treasury needs to sell bonds to cover deficit spending. If there is a "shortage" of
buyers, then the Treasury can't "raise the money" it needs to meet spending demands.• Hence the
need for the Fed to step into to monetize existing debt so domestic issuers can take up new issues.
We believe the funding situation is one causes of the overnight funding issues, and the sudden
introduction of QE. As shown, despite deficits not being as large as in the last recession, the
amount of domestic funds required to fund the Treasury deficit is now larger. 
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Regardless of the reason, the Fed is injecting liquidity into the market at the highest pace since the
Financial Crisis. This certainly doesn't suggest that "All is well in Denmark." So, how do we "play
it?"

Playing QE4

Tuesday's article, "It's Crazy, But We Are Adding Equity Risk," was based on research we did for
our portfolio allocation models.

"While it may seem 'crazy,' it is for these reasons, despite the longer-term bearish
backdrop, that we need to 'gradually' and 'incrementally'•increase exposure for the next
couple of months.•Importantly, I did not say leverage up and buy speculative
investments.•I am suggesting a slight increase in exposure toward equity risk, as
opportunity presents itself, until we have an allocation model that both hedges longer-
term risks, but can take advantage of shorter-term bullish cycles."

That research was just published for our RIAPro subscribers (Click here for a 30-day FREE
Trial to read the entire report) which revealed the performance of equities, commodities, and
bonds during periods of QE. Here is an excerpt:

"If we assume that assets will perform similarly under QE 4, we can easily forecast
returns using the normalized data from above. The following three tables show these
forecasts. Below the tables are rankings by asset class as well as in aggregate. For
purposes of this exercise, we assume, based on the Fed?s guidance, that they will
purchase $60 billion a month for six months ($360 billion) of U.S. Treasury Bills."
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Not surprisingly, during periods of QE we find that:
Markets exhibit higher volatility.
Defensive positioning underperforms relative to the S&P 500.
Growth stocks outperform (on a relative basis.)
Longer-term bond yields rise while shorter-term yields were flat, resulting in steeper yield
curves in all three instances.•
Copper, crude oil, and silver outperformed the S&P 500.

This data supports our recent changes in positioning where we have taken profits in our defensive
positions like utilities and staples, and are increasing exposure to cyclical and growth sectors.

"This is why we continue to maintain a long-equity bias in our portfolios currently. We
also recently slightly reduced our hedges, along with some of our more defensive
positioning. We are still maintaining slightly higher than normal levels of cash."

In our equity portfolio we have also added positions to take advantage of the steeper yield
curve, while shortening duration and increasing credit quality in our bond portfolios to
hedge against higher rates.

(Our portfolios are displayed "real time" at RIAPro.)
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While we believe that QE4 will likely provide some upside bias (Our target expectation is 3300)
there are significant differences between QE4 and QE1, namely the entire economic and financial
backdrop are entirely reversed.•

"The critical point is that QE and rate reductions have the MOST effect when the
economy, markets, and investors have been 'blown out,' deviations from the
'norm' are negatively extended, confidence is hugely negative.•In other words, there
is nowhere to go but up. The extremely negative environment that existed in 2009,
particularly in the asset markets, provided a fertile starting point for monetary
interventions. Today, the economic and fundamental backdrop could not be more
diametrically opposed."

While another $2-4 Trillion in QE might indeed be successful in further inflating the third
bubble in asset prices since the turn of the century,•there is a finite ability to continue to pull
forward future consumption to stimulate economic activity.•In other words, there are only so
many autos, houses, etc., which can be purchased within a given cycle.•There is evidence the
cycle peak has been reached. If we are correct, and the effectiveness of rate reductions and QE
are more diminished that many expect. There is a limit to just how many bonds the Federal
Reserve can buy, and a deep recession will likely find the Fed powerless to offset much of
the negative effects.• If more ?QE? works, great. We are positioning for it. But, as portfolio
managers taking care of our clients retirement savings, we are maintaining hedges and plenty of
"risk controls" just in case things don't work out as planned. What are you doing with your money?
If you need help or have questions, we are always glad to help. Just email me. See you next week.

Market & Sector Analysis
Data Analysis Of The Market & Sectors For Traders

S&P 500 Tear Sheet
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Performance Analysis
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Technical Composite

ETF Model Relative Performance Analysis
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Sector & Market Analysis:

Be sure and catch our updates on Major Markets (Monday) and Major Sectors (Tuesday) with updated
buy/stop/sell levels

Sector-by-Sector

Improving ? Healthcare (XLV), Industrials (XLI), Energy (XLE) The relative performance
improvement of HealthCare relative to the S&P 500 continued to improve this past week as money
has rotated into underperforming sectors. Energy has also shown some signs of life in the rotation
to some "value" continues. However, it is too early to get aggressive in the sector, but the
improvement in relative performance puts it on our radar. Industrials, which perform better when
the Fed is active with QE, has also picked up steam. Current Positions:•Target weight XLV, 1/2
weight XLI Outperforming ?•Staples (XLP), Utilities (XLU), Real Estate (XLRE) Defensive and
"value" positioning continues to outperform relative to the broader market. After taking some profits,
we trimmed profits out of XLP previously and re-positioned the portfolio. We are remaining patient
to see how the market responds to the trade announcement next week. Real Estate, Staples, and
Utilities all continue to flirt with highs but remain GROSSLY extended. We took profits in these two
areas last week but remain fully exposed as the• trend remains positive. Current Positions:•Target
weight XLP, XLU, XLRE Weakening ? Technology (XLK), Discretionary (XLY),
Communications (XLC) As noted last week, Discretionary and Communications have turned
higher and continue to consolidate in a broadening pennant pattern. Relative performance
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continues to lag the S&P 500 currently. AMZN's disappointing earnings dragged on discretionary
holdings along with NFLX impacting communications. Technology broke out to all-time highs on
Friday which needs to hold. If the "bulls" are going to make an advance, the time is now. Current
Position:•Target weight XLY, XLK, XLC Lagging ? Basic Materials (XLB), and Financials (XLF)
We previously got stopped out of XLF, but will likely look to re-enter the position shortly with the
Fed now engaged in increasing bank reserves. XLF is testing resistance and is overbought, so we
need a bit of a pullback to add some exposure. We are looking to add to our materials holdings but
need a bit of a correction that holds support. Current Position: 1/2 weight XLB

Market By Market

Small-Cap (SLY) and Mid Cap (MDY) ? Small- and Mid-caps popped up last week, and have
cleared 200-dma's. Unfortunately, they continue to drag overall performance and remain trapped
below fairly significant resistance. However, we are watching for technical improvement as when
the Fed is engaged in QE, small and mid-cap stocks tend to outperform. If we see a better entry
point, we will look to add exposure accordingly. Both markets are EXTREMELY overbought
currently. Be patient for the right entry point. Current Position:•No position Emerging,
International (EEM) & Total International Markets (EFA) The same advice goes for Emerging
and International Markets, which we have been out of portfolios for several weeks due to lack of
performance. These markets rallied recently on news of "more QE." However, the overall technical
trend is not great, so we need to see if this is sustainable or just another "head fake."• Both markets
are EXTREMELY overbought currently. Be patient for the right entry point. Current Position:•No
Position Dividends (VYM), Market (IVV), and Equal Weight (RSP)•? These positions are our long-
term•?core?•positions for the portfolio given that over the long-term markets do rise with economic



growth and inflation. Currently, the short-term bullish trend is positive, and our core positions are
providing the•?base?•around which we overweight/underweight our allocations based on our
outlook. Current Position:•RSP, VYM, IVV Gold (GLD) ? Despite the rally in the broader market,
Gold turned higher last week after basing along the $140 level. Gold also broke above its 200-dma.•
If you need to add some weight this is a decent trading opportunity. Current Position:•GDX (Gold
Miners), IAU (Gold) Bonds (TLT) ?• Bonds continue to work off its massive overbought condition
from the previous run down in rates. This rise in yields was expected, which is why we added a
"steepner trade" to our portfolios. Given that we improved our credit quality and shortened duration
previously, we are holding our positions for now. We have tightened up our stops. Stay long current
positions for now, and look for an opportunity to add to holdings. Current Positions:•DBLTX, SHY,
IEF

Sector / Market Recommendations

The table below•shows thoughts on specific actions related to the current market
environment.•(These are not recommendations or solicitations to take any action. This is for
informational purposes only related to market extremes and contrarian positioning within portfolios.
Use at your own risk and peril.)

Portfolio/Client Update:

In last week's missive, we addressed the reasons (seasonality, trade, buybacks) for increasing our

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/stock/gld
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Sector-Recommendations-1.png
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/for-the-bulls-its-now-or-never-10-18-19/


equity exposures in portfolios. To wit:
"Given the fact the Federal Reserve is back to providing liquidity into the markets, we
have to remain cognizant of the market's "perception" of what will happen with QE,
versus what we expect to the outcome to be. In the short-term, the catalyst is likely a
net positive to stocks so we need to adjust equity exposure slightly to take
advantage of the potential upside bias as we head into the end of the year."•

We have begun adding exposure this week to the Equity portfolio with a few purchases, and given
the short-term overbought status of the market we are waiting for a small correction to step into
more exposure in the ETF portfolios. As stated last week, we are looking to add exposure to small
and mid-capitalization markets, basic materials, industrials, financials and energy. These additions
will increase our overall allocation towards equity risk as we head into the end of the year.
However, these are NOT permanent additions, but rather opportunistic positions to potentially add
some "alpha generation" to portfolios over the next couple of months. We will be carrying tight
stops and re-evaluating the holdings regularly for adjustments. As we move into next week,
depending on how markets are acting, we will look to slowly increase our equity exposure modestly
to "rent whatever rally" we may get from the "QE-4."•

New clients: Please contact your adviser with any questions.•
Equity Model: Added positions in XOM, ABBV, AMZN, and MU
ETF Model: No changes yet.

Note for new clients: It is important to understand that when we add to our equity
allocations, ALL purchases are initially•?trades?•that can, and will, be closed out quickly if
they fail to work as anticipated.•This is why we•?step?•into positions initially. Once a•?trade?•begins
to work as anticipated, it is then brought to the appropriate portfolio weight and becomes a long-
term investment.•We will unwind these actions either by reducing, selling, or hedging if the
market environment changes for the worse.

THE REAL 401k PLAN MANAGER
A Conservative Strategy For Long-Term Investors
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There are 4-steps to allocation changes based on 25% reduction increments. As noted in the chart
above a 100% allocation level is equal to 60% stocks. I never advocate being 100% out of the
market as it is far too difficult to reverse course when the market changes from a negative
to a positive trend. Emotions keep us from taking the correct action.

Testing Highs But Can't Make Them

Please read the main body of the newsletter this week.• Given the "bulls" have the upper-hand
heading into the end of the year, we will likely increase our portfolio exposures over the next couple
of weeks once we get a handle on how the markets are going to react to all of the news. However,
despite all of the news on earnings, trade, and the Fed's QE-4 program, the markets were unable
to make and sustain new highs last week. While we are waiting for a breakout to add exposure,
you can continue to make changes to align portfolios with the current model and prepare for the
increase in exposure if the opportunity presents itself.

If you are overweight•equities - Hold current positions but remain aware of the risk. Take
some profits, and rebalance risk to some degree if you have not done so already.•
If you are underweight equities - rebalance portfolios to target weights, or if at target, \hold
positioning for now.

If you need help after reading the alert; do not hesitate to contact me.

401k Plan Manager Beta Is Live

Become a RIA PRO subscriber and be part of our "Break It Early Testing Associate" group by
using CODE: 401 (You get your first 30-days free) The code will give you access to the entire
site during the 401k-BETA testing process, so not only will you get to help us work out the bugs
on the 401k plan manager, you can submit your comments about the rest of the site as well. We
are building models specific to company plans. So, if you would like to see your company
plan included specifically, send me the following:

Name of the company
Plan Sponsor
A print out of your plan choices. (Fund Symbol and Fund Name)

I have gotten quite a few plans, so keep sending them and I will include as many as we can. If you
would like to offer our service to your employees at a deeply discounted corporate rate,
please contact me.
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Current 401-k Allocation Model

The 401k plan allocation plan below follows the K.I.S.S. principle. By keeping the allocation
extremely simplified it allows for better control of the allocation and a closer tracking to the
benchmark objective over time.•(If you want to make it more complicated you can, however,
statistics show that simply adding more funds does not increase performance to any great
degree.)

Model performance is based on a two-asset model of stocks and bonds relative to the weighting
changes made each week in the newsletter. This is strictly for informational and educational
purposes only and should not be relied upon for any reason. Past performance is not a guarantee
of future results. Use at your own risk and peril.•
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