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As | noted last Friday, the recently approved budget was an anathema to any fiscally conservative

policy. As the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget stated:

"Republicans in Congress laid out two visions in two budgets for our fiscal future, and
today, they choose the path of gimmicks, debt, and absolutely zero fiscal
restraint over the one of responsibility and balance. Passing fiscally irresponsible
budgets just for the sake of passing "tax cuts,” is, well, irresponsible. Once again,
elected leaders have not listened to, or learned, what their constituents are asking for
which is simply adherence to the Constitution and fiscal restraint.”

| then followed this up this past Monday with "3 Myths Of Tax Cuts" stating:

"Tax cuts do not pay for themselves; they can create growth, but in the amount of
tenths of percentage points, not whole percentage points. And they certainly
cannot fill in trillions in lost revenue. Relying on growth projections that no
independent forecaster says will happen isn?t the way to do tax reform. As the chart
below shows there is ZERO evidence that tax cuts lead to stronger sustained
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rates of economic growth. The chart compares the highest tax rate levels to 5-year
average GDP growth. Since Reagan passed tax reform, average economic growth
rates have only gone in one direction."
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On Thursday, Fitch confirmed the same in their dismal report on the reality of what the effect of the
"tax cut"

"Such reform would deliver a modest and temporary spur to growth, already reflected in
growth forecasts of 2.5% for 2018. However, it will lead to wider fiscal deficits and
add significantly to US government debt. As such, Fitch has revised up its medium-
term debt forecast. US federal debt was 77% of GDP for this fiscal year. Fitch believes
the tax package will be revenue negative, even under generous assumptions
about its growth impact. Under a realistic scenario of tax cuts and macro
conditions, the federal deficit will reach 4% of GDP by next year, and the US
debt/GDP ratio would rise to 120% of GDP by 2027. Tax cuts may lead to a short-
lived boost to output, but Fitch believes that they will not pay for themselves or
lead to a permanently higher growth rate. The cost of capital is already low and
corporate profits are elevated. In addition, the effective tax rate paid by large
corporations is well below the existing statutory rate. Fitch expects US economic
growth to peak at 2.5% in 2018 before falling back to 2.2% in 2019. The US will
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enter the next downturn with a general government "structural deficit" (subtracting
the impact of the economic cycle) larger than any other 'AAA’ sovereign, leaving the US
more exposed to a downturn than other similarly rated sovereigns. The US is the most
indebted 'AAA' country and it is running the loosest fiscal stance. Long-term debt
dynamics are also more negative than those of peers, with health and social security
spending commitments set to rise over the next decade. "

There is nothing "good" in any of the statements above,* and drive to the same conclusions |
discussed last Monday. You can't solve a debt problem, by issuing more debt.sWhile
Congressional members continue campaigning that thestax plan” would give an $1182 tax cut to
most Americans, and boost wages by $4000, such has never been the case. A recent study by the
Economic Policy Institute suggested the same in a recent study:

"Cutting corporate tax rate cuts would do very little to boosteemployment generation.In
fact, cutting corporate tax rates ranks as theeleasteeffective form of fiscal support
for employment generation, since corporate tax cuts primarily benefit rich
households?who are less likely to increase their consumption than low- or middle-
income households when they receive tax cuts.”

This is a point | have made previously. Corporate tax rate cuts will unambiguously redistribute post-
tax incomesegressively. The corporate income tax is a progressive tax, with the top 1% of
households accounting for 47% of the corporate income tax.
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Don't be bamboozled by the idea that tax cuts and reforms will lead to sustained economic growth.
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There is simply NO evidence that such is the case over the long-term. However, there is
plenty of evidence to suggest that further costly reforms and run-away budgets will lead to an
increase of the current national debt and the ongoing low-growth economy that has plagued the
U.S. since the turn of the century. In other words...."it's the debt, stupid.” In the meantime, here is
your weekend reading list.
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?In investing, what is comfortable is rarely profitable.” - Rob Arnott

Questions, comments, suggestions ? please email me.
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